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THE PAW STREET JOURNAL
The latest news and updates from Canine Assisted Therapy

AUTISM AND PETS
This month is Autism Awareness and Acceptance
Month. Because individuals with autism often experience
social challenges, the company of an animal can act as a
social facilitator and help connect them with others.
Studies show that the presence of animals has been
linked to increased social interaction among
communities, and it is this unique connection that
makes pet therapy an incredibly valuable teaching tool
when working with those on the spectrum.
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Within the last 15 years, research suggests that children
with autism who had pets in their home from a young
age were more inclined to have greater social skills (click
here for entire study). For parents of children on the
spectrum who are thinking about bringing an animal
into the home, it's important to consider their child's
individual needs and sensitivities when choosing a pet.

A PEEK AT WHAT WE'VE

“Some children with autism may have sensory issues or
be sensitive to loud noises..." says Dr. Gretchen Carlisle, a
researcher at the Center for Human-Animal Interaction
at the University of Missouri. Although dogs are often a
good fit for families, she emphasizes the importance of
recognizing these factors to carefully determine if other
pets may be better suited for particular children and
families. Click here to learn a little more about how to
select the right pet for your family.

CARES - PG 4

BEEN UP TO - PG 3

A COMMUNITY THAT

THANK A THERAPY DOG PG 5

APRIL, 2022

VOL. 16 - PG 2

UPCOMING VOLUNTEER ORIENTATIONS

ONLINE Orientation

Learn about Canine Assisted Therapy and how to become a certified
volunteer team with your pet. The session covers what makes a great
therapy dog and handler, requirements to become certified, and an
overview of our programs and volunteer opportunities.
DATES & TIMES
Monday, May 9th at 12:00 PM
Wednesday, June 8th at 5:30 PM
LOCATION
Online - CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

MEET THE NEWEST MEMBERS OF OUR PACK

Edna Stickel and Mona

Joni Rosenfield and Molly

Congratulations to Canine Assisted Therapy's newest pet therapy teams!
Making a commitment to volunteer as a pet therapy team is a special calling for both the
handler and dog. It also creates a priceless bond between
you, your
dog and those we
BarkYard
n' Brews
serve. Our volunteer pet therapy teams are truly
the
heart
and
soul
of
Canine
Assisted
817 NW 1st St, Fort Lauderdale,
FL 33311
Therapy. Interested in volunteering with your dog? Register for one of the orientations
above to learn more. 🐾

To learn more about how to become a pet therapy team with your dog, visit
catdogs.org/become-a-pet-therapy-team/
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A Look Back and a
Glance Forward
PHOTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH

Therapy dog Dalis with her new friend at
Salah Foundation Children's Hospital

In support of autism awareness this month, C.A.T. pet
therapy teams were out in the community at events
and facilities like:
Coral Springs Charter's Light it Up Blue Workshop
ARC Broward
Parkland’s Autism Awareness & Acceptance Day
Love Learn Soar
Behavioral Initiatives

Therapy dogs Aibo, Rowan and Emma at
Hialeah Gardens Senior High School

C.A.T. therapy dogs were at Hialeah Gardens Senior High School in support of their S.A.F.E.
Expo (support animals for everyone), as well as at Coconut Creek's "Do the Right Thing"
Awards to recognize exceptional students and teachers for doing extraordinary things. We also
resumed our monthly pet parades at Salah Foundation Children's Hospital, and therapy dog
Aibo was "on paw" to welcome back the veterans returning from their Honor Flight to
Washington DC where they got to visit the memorials built in their honor.

Therapy dog Storm visiting with a friend
at Behavioral Initiatives

Therapy dog Aibo at Honor Flight

Therapy dogs Emma, Shadow and Andy at Coconut
Creek's Do the Right Thing Awards

To learn more about how to become a pet therapy team with your dog, visit
catdogs.org/become-a-pet-therapy-team/
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A COMMUNITY THAT CARES
They say it takes a "village" and we know this to be true! If it wasn't for our village of
volunteers and supporters, we would not be able to do what we do for the South Florida
community. This month, we want to recognize the support we receive from the
exceptional organizations and individuals below.

Thank you to the Broward County Chiefs of Police
Association for their recent donation and support
of Canine Assisted Therapy's new Mental Health
and Trauma Response Program.

Thank you to Brown & Brown Insurance for being
one of our Canine Cheer Sponsors this year and
helping us provide therapeutic pet therapy visits to
children and adults in need at hospitals, schools,
treatment centers, foster care, nursing homes, etc.

Thank you to Tripp Scott, Attorneys at
Law for being a Canine Sponsor this
year and their continued support of our
programs and services.

A very special thank you to each
and every one of our volunteers
and therapy dogs for their selfless
service and commitment to caring.
The heartfelt visits they provide on
a daily basis inspires us to be better
people and brings so much joy to
others. THANK YOU!

To learn more about how to become a Canine Assisted Therapy
supporter or sponsor call us at (954) 990-5175.
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THANK A THERAPY DOG FOR
NATIONAL THERAPY ANIMAL DAY
April 30th is National Therapy Animal Day. As lovers of dogs, and all creatures
alike, we know the joy and fulfillment they bring to our lives. Therapy animals
provide this joy to those who need it most, enriching the lives of others through the
power of the human-animal bond.
National Therapy Animal Day is a time to recognize and honor the exceptional
therapy animals who work with their human handlers to bring comfort and
healing to children and adults in need.

It's also a time to raise awareness about the
impactful role therapy animals play in the
healing process and how they can enhance the
lives of individuals battling illness or hardships.
As our dogs show us every day, a little love goes
a long way, and we are filled with gratitude for all
of the 4-legged heroes out there, especially our
very own therapy dogs!
To honor the impact our therapy dogs have
made, please consider making a donation to
Canine Assisted Therapy so we can certify
more therapy dogs to continue serving those
who need it most. Whether it's $1 or $100, every
dollar counts!
MAKE YOUR DONATION TODAY AT
CATDOGS.ORG/DONATE.

BECOME A SUPPORTER
Donations made to C.A.T. help provide therapeutic interactions to at-risk youth, pediatric
patients, seniors, individuals with special needs, Veterans, and many others.
Visit catdogs.org/donate

